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FROM TREES TO TECHNOLOGY, UD STUDENTS
RECOMMEND BUILDING DAYTON-BOSNIA TIES
DAYTON, Ohio -The two-mile walkway that leads to Olympic Stadium in Sarajevo,
Bosnia, is perforated with round holes. The holes are not remnants of war-time explosions, but
they are evidence of the years of fighting endured by residents of the city.
The holes show where trees used to grow.
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so obviously used to be beautiful, but now it's just a bleak roadway," says Bob Mott,

professor of engineering technology at the University of Dayton. "When you are there, you can
see that people in Sarajevo used much of the burnable material in the city for cooking and
heating. "
Students in an honors class-at UD are recommending, among other projects, that
Daytonians sponsor a greenery drive to help Sarajevo recover from the aftermath of war. "Not
only a practical idea, the planting of seedlings would also be highly symbolic of the beginnings
of peace in the region through the Dayton Peace Accords," the students wrote in their
preliminary report.
The final report, called "Reaching to Bosnia: Enhancing Relationships Between Dayton
and Bosnia-Herzegovina," will be presented by the 36 students in the class at 7:30p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 21, in Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse Philips Humanities Center on campus. The
program is free and open to the public and a reception will follow the presentation.
Last semester, the interdisciplinary team of students used a systems design approach to
focus on economic and cultural reconstruction, development of independent media and
fostering links between the two countries, both on educational and personal levels.
"We really pushed the students to define the Dayton connections, to find the strengths
of what we have going on here in Dayton that could fit the needs in. Bosnia-Herzegovina," says
Mott, who teaches the seminar and accompanied four students from the class on a trip to
Bosnia last summer.
To help rebuild the country's infrastructure, the students recommend a process that
-over-
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worked following the civil war in Lebanon: stocks. The cities of Sarajevo, Banja Luka and
Mostar, located in the. majority Bosnian, Serbian and Croatian areas of the country, could each
issue stocks against property in designated reconstruction zones and against cash
subscriptions, raising capital to rebuild. The cities would then become the centers of economic
rebuilding for their respective regions, say the students, and the process would establish a
stable Bosnian stock trading system.
Additional recommendations in the report include university student and faculty
exchanges, training Bosnian teachers to deal with post-war trauma among their students, using
retired executives and volunteers to bolster business expertise and using technology to provide
classroom links between UD and universities in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
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proposal calls for students at UD and universities in Sarajevo, Tuzla, Banja Luka

and Mostar to exchange student media such as newspapers and yearbooks to promote
communication. Another proposal focuses on establishing sister schools with local high schools
to encourage pen-pal friendships, e-mail pals and possible virtual classrooms.
The honors system design class has tackled international, national and local issues since
its inception in 1979.
In 1973, a precursor to the honors class, based in the School of Engineering, virtually
established a long-range plan for the newly merged Charninade-Julienne High School. Many of
the team's recommendations about the downtown campus were implemented by the school's
board.
The 1989 team focused on developing connections between UD and the West African
nation of Sierra Leone. The ongoing program of student service was successful until political
unrest and violence caused student visits to be suspended.
Other teams have analyzed and proposed recommendations for Dayton neighborhood
development, low-income housing in Dayton and revitalizing the Dayton International Airport.

-30For media interviews or a copy of the final report, contact Bob Mott at (937) 229-2685 or
rrnott@engr. udayton.edu.

